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The reports found on the Characteristics of the Unemployment Insurance Claimants web page provide demographic and labor market data on individuals filing continued claims.  The Employment and Training Administration’s (ETA) Office of Unemployment Insurance develops the report on a monthly basis from the data reported by each state to the Federal Government using the ETA 203 – Distribution of Characteristics of the Insured Unemployed report.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reports similar monthly data.  In order to assure the comparability of the data, ETA coincides its report with the BLS employment report.  The ETA 203 reports information on continued claims filed during the week containing the 19th of the month. This week reflects unemployment experienced during the prior week containing the 12th of the month.  

The ETA 203 report provides data on the variation in unemployment insurance claimants by sex, ethnicity, race, age, industry, and occupation.  These data may be used in various applications.  When compiled and compared by month, year or other time span, policy makers may use the data to illustrate how claimant characteristics change over time, and over the economic cycle.  For example, trends in the data may show older workers are a growing portion of the claimant population – this may have implications for reemployment service strategies.  Trends in the industry categories may indicate employment stability in each category – this information may be a determinant in developing training strategies.
 
These data might also serve as a harbinger of changes to the economic cycle, especially within states.  Aggregate initial claims data is well established as a leading economic indicator and analysts often focus on it to help project the economic cycle.  However, Characteristics of Unemployment Insurance Claimants data also have the potential to provide insights to changes in the economic cycle, especially within states.  Some states lead and some states lag the national economic cycle and that is true for industries as well.  The way these data can be used to anticipate changes in the economic cycle is to analyze year-over-year changes, especially for the industry data.  As the economy moves from expansion to contraction the changes in continued claims data go from negative to positive over time and vice versa as the economy recovers from a contraction and moves into an expansion.
